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(2). The historical references are explained concisely but exhaustively, advantage being taken of the most recent researches. (See AKBAR). The author does not hesitate to point out different errors of fact occurring in the standard works.
(3). The geographical places, especially those belonging to Sikh History, are located correctly, the most helpful part being the information about Gurdwaras illustrated with maps..
(4). The names of trees and herbs are explained with corresponding botanical terms used in European Science.
(5). The names of diseases and medicines have been so fully dealt with that one could gather a complete pharmacopoeia from it.
(6). Names connected with natural philosophy have, as far as possible, been fully explained.
(7). Musical and metrical systems are discussed comprehensively, and their distinctions are supported with quotations and authorities. The information given on Prosody and Rhetoric is most complete and handy.
(8). Metrical riddles, so common in old literature but now so difficult to understand, are also explained.
(9). Each word is treated etymologically, and the different meanings, with apt illustrations, are given in Punjabi and Hindi under serial numbers.
(10). It embodies more than seven thousand Arabic and Persian words. To show their correct derivation and pronunciation, they are also given in the Persian characters. In like manner the Sanscrit words are given in the Devnagri characters.
(11). The book is profusely illustrated with maps and pictures.
The book is the first of its kind in Punjabi, and supplies a long-felt want. It is not only an all-inclusive work for ready reference, but contains solid articles on great and intricate topics connected with the Sikh History and Religion. It is a whole library of literature on Sikhism. Some rare works, found mostly in manuscript, are quoted here in full. One cannot overestimate the importance of such a work. It is the most valuable book on Sikhism produced in the modern days.
KHALSA COLLEGE,
AMRITSAR: 18th. January, 1930.
TEJA SINGH, M. A.
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